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Saint Paul’s 

Messenger 
 

 

 

 

As faithful stewards of God’s Grace, our mission in Christ is to foster community through spiritual 

growth, witness, and service in the Episcopal tradition  

 

726 Sixth Street, Brookings SD                                                         

www.Stpaulsbrookings.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

 605-692-2617                                                                               Messenger Editor, Chuck Berry 

 
 

Rector’s Report   
 Our Diocese was 

shocked by the report of  

Bishop John Tarrant’s 

unexpected death on 

August 23
rd

. John 

faithfully served the 

diocese for ten years. I 

was especially saddened 

as John oversaw my 

ordination process and 

presided at my ordination 

to the diaconate and 

priesthood. He was a 

wonderful servant of God 

and was highly respected 

throughout the diocese. 

 

 St. Paul’s celebrated Mass in the Grass on 

August 30
th

 – well, due to rain we were not 

actually in the grass but were sheltered at the 

Dakota Nature Park. It was a good occasion even 

though everyone had to bring their own food, 

wear a mask, and maintain social distancing due 

to Covid-19. I pray that attempts to develop a 

vaccine are soon successful for I long for the day 

when we can freely meet again.  

 

  

 

 I must admit, I am puzzled! In early July, 

while in Denver with Judy when she sustained a 

back injury, we received a box of TasteeKakes. 

There was nothing on the label or in the package 

to tell who shared this kindness; I even contacted 

the company with no success. So, I remain 

puzzled – and also somewhat fearful the 

sender(s) may think I am an “ingrate” for not 

having expressed my appreciation! So, know 

this, if you shipped us a box of TasteeKakes, 

they were tasty and we are grateful. However, I 

am not grateful for the two additional pounds the 

scale ultimately registered! 

 

 The L
2
M Craftsmen (Lee, Larry, and 

Mark) have been rather busy this past month. St. 

Paul’s highest cross has been repainted and the 

roof sealed around it. I volunteered to do it 

September 2020 

Established 1893 

Blessing of the Animals 

to be held October  4 

Dove on newly-painted cross 

http://www.stpaulsbrookings.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings
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provided Mark and Lee sat below singing “Nearer 

My God to Thee.” They made good on their 

commitment – they even drew up lawn chairs and 

watched the process! I would note that our work 

was blessed by the visitation of a dove.  

 

 The window frames of the stained-glass 

window on the east side of the sanctuary have 

been scraped, primed, caulked, and painted. The 

porch flooring on the rectory was repaired, 

pressure washed and painted. The remaining three 

windows on the rectory have been repaired, 

scraped, primed, caulked, and repainted, and the 

cedar shingles on the dormers have been replaced. 

While doing that, we discovered the chimney on 

the east side of the rectory was deteriorating -- 

that has also been repaired. Two broken windows 

were replaced. Things are looking pretty good, but 

there is always work to be done!  

 

Speaking of work to be done, for many 

years Jean Lacher graciously served as head of the 

Altar Guild. She faithfully polished the brass for 

Christmas, Easter, and other special occasions. 

We need a volunteer to assume these 

responsibilities. If you are interested, please talk 

to me.  

 

How about joining a book study group via 

Zoom? I recently ordered Morality: Restoring the 

Common Good in Divided Times by Rabbi Lord 

Jonathan Sacks, “an international religious leader, 

philosopher, award winning author and respected 

moral voice … He was the Chief rabbi of the 

United Kingdom and the Commonwealth of 

Nations from 1991 to 2013 … the author of over 

thirty books, most recently the international 

bestseller Not in God’s Name: Confronting 

Religious Violence” (book jacket). We will meet 

every two weeks picking a time that is as 

favorable as possible and proceeding at a 

comfortable pace. Feel free to invite friends and 

neighbors to join us – it would be a good way of 

introducing them to St. Paul’s. 

 

You may have also noticed that the 

gardens around the church are looking great. 

Thanks to Janet Gritzner and Lynnette Taylor for 

their work and dedication to this task and to Lee 

Kratochvil for adding mulch and fertilizing the 

lawn (Well, I am not sure about the fertilizing part 

for I now have to mow twice as often!).  

 

Remember to post items and share good 

news on the St. Paul’s Fellowship and Fun page 

on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918 ). 

 

Also, it is time to update our prayer list 

once again. Please e-mail names of those you 

would like to add or delete. I especially ask your 

prayers for Dorothy Kratochvil, Doug and Connie 

Nelson, Bob Innes and Traci Nelson, John Taylor, 

and Jonathan Thorburn.  

Above: East Rectory dormer windows and 

balcony rail.  Below: Chimney repair. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918
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It is fitting to close with a tribute to our 

Church School teachers: Lynn Hublou, Marsha 

Klein, Patty Kratochvil, Shannon Malmberg, and 

Jennifer Lacher-Starace. Church School 

management is difficult enough in normal times 

let alone during Covid-19. The teachers have put 

together a program using Zoom. Thanks for your 

dedication to our youth! 

 

Over the past several days, I have attended 

numerous sessions of the Satyagraha Institute. 

Rev. Carl Kline is one of the founders. As this 

program was on-line, I was able to attend. 

Satyagraha is Ghandi’s concept of non-violence. 

The sessions were enlightening, and I met many 

wonderful people.  

 

May you continue to grow in love of God 

and your neighbor and to make a positive 

difference in the lives of others. 

 

Blessings, Fr. Larry 

 

St. Paul’s Establishes Endowment Fund 
 

 At the August 10
th

 Vestry Meeting the 

Vestry approved the establishment of an 

endowment fund. Rather than publish the entire 

policy in the Messenger, I have selected a few 

highly pertinent paragraphs. If anyone would like 

additional information, please let me know and I 

will send a copy of the policy.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that 

this parish, through action of its Vestry, 

establishes THE ENDOWMENT 

FUND OF SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH OF BROOKINGS, S.D. 

(hereinafter, Endowment Fund), which 

shall be managed as a “true endowment 

fund.” 

 

DEFINITION: A true endowment fund 

consists of gifts or bequests wherein the 

donor expresses a desire that the funds be 

held in perpetuity. Interest monies may be 

expended as per policy. In contrast, a 

quasi-endowment consists of gifts or 

bequests such as an unrestricted bequest, 

money from the sale of property, or excess 

cash. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 

purpose of the Endowment Fund is to 

promote the long-term security and 

viability of St. Paul’s. As a general rule, 

interest monies from the Endowment Fund 

will be used to engage in mission outreach 

and ministry which the parish would 

otherwise be unable to afford. 

 

Church School and Youth Group 

  

 Early in September, our loyal group of 

Church School and Youth Group leaders met to 

discuss options for the upcoming year. Those in 

attendance included Patty Kratochvil (preschool-

grade 1), Marsha Klein and Shannon Malmberg 

(grades 2-5), and Jen Lacher-Starace and Lynn 

Hublou (Youth Group, 6th grade on up). 

 

 The age groups for the two younger 

groups are flexible, so don’t feel as though your 

child is locked in to a specific group. Youth 

Group, however, does start at grade six. The 

curriculum we use for Youth Group is designed 

for young people on the cusp of adolescence and 

older, hence the name, “Journey to Adulthood.” 

 

 Because of the circumstances with the 

coronavirus, we decided that in-person meetings 

with the younger groups would not be possible. 

“Back in the day” when St Paul’s 

kiddos could crowd around the piano. 
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Youth Group, if numbers and courage permit, 

may at some point meet in Thorburn Hall with 

masks and social distancing in place. 

 

 The Church School and Youth Group 

leaders decided to meet with our respective 

groups on the first and third Wednesdays of each 

month, starting on Wednesday, October 7 at 5:15 

p.m. through Zoom. Plans are in the works for 

distributing materials to the kids, and that will be 

determined by each age group’s leader(s). 

 

 If you have children of Church School 

and/or Youth Group age, please let that teacher 

know. We want to include all the kids we can to 

keep our St. Paul’s community together. We’re 

looking forward to the start-up! 

 

News About St Paul’s News 
The Messenger: electronically mailed to 85 

 addresses; 10 snail mails 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

St Paul’s Congregation “facebook group” is 

just for members – a private group for fun (38 

members to date, your are invited) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206

918/?ref=share 

Internet Website:  www.Stpaulsbrookings.com.  

 

 
 

September Birthdays 

Doug Carruthers, Nick Laidlaw, July Ort, Archer 

DuBray, Steph Lacher, Rich Bogue, Caedman 

DuBray, Susan Laidlaw, Michael Starace, Phyllis 

Peterson. 

October Birthdays 

Shirley Christiansen, John Whalen, Ismael 

Pallares, Kevin Bogue, Elsie Carruthers, Paul 

Gillespie, Marsha Klein, Pete Peterson 
 

September-October Anniversaries 
Clarke and Shirley Christainsen, Derek and 

Abigail Clever, Don and Amanda Norgaard, 

Kenric and Shannon Malmberg, Fr. Larry and 

Judy Ort, John and Lynette Taylor  
 

St Paul’s during Quarantinetime 
 

Church services: A rotating sign-up schedule 

for 10 people in the church per Sunday on line, 

otherwise, use the Zoom Service.     

https://zoom.us/j/265977622 . 
Pledges:  - send treasure in the mail 

Evening Prayer/Compline: Wednesdays, 

7:30; zoom link from Fr Larry 

Phone tree: staying connected 
 

Season of Creation Included in Sunday 

Services at St Pauls  (by Natl. Cathedral Comm.) 

  

 Fr Larry included prayers for The Creation 

in each service in September. The following from 

the September 20 service… 

 

Prayer after the Collect: God, our Creator, 

whose glory fills our planet, help us to discern 

your vibrant presence among us and our kin 

in creation, especially in the rocks, the deserts 

and the wild world of the Outback. Help us 

empathize with your creatures who are 

suffering. Lift our spirits to rejoice with the 

wild world of the Outback. In the name of 

St Pauls corner.  Hurray! Sixth Street 

work finished! What a broad 

thoroughfare we have now. 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
http://www.stpaulsbrookings.com/
https://zoom.us/j/265977622
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Christ, who reconciles and renews all 

things in creation. Amen.  

Creation Prayer Jesus Christ, teach us to 

empathize with Earth. Make our spirits 

sensitive to the cries of creation, cries for 

justice from the hills and the trees. Jesus 

Christ, make our faith sensitive to the 

groans of the Spirit, groans from the 

deserts, the salt plains, the winds. Jesus 

Christ, make our souls sensitive to the 

songs of our kin, Songs of celebration 

from the sea, the land and the air. Christ, 

teach us to care. Amen 

Closing and Dismissal: Now may the 

power of Christ’s body and blood reach 

deep into your heart, your mind and your 

body to heal your wounds, and through you, to 

bring healing to Earth, in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 The Season of Creation, September 1st 

through October 4th, is a time for renewing, 

repairing and restoring our relationship to God, 

one another, and all of creation.  

 
 The Season is not about worshiping the 

created world (idolatry) … or an opportunity for 

social activism or messaging of one form or 

another regarding ecological issues.  

 
 Instead, this season is a call for us to focus 

on the many gifts of creation, listen for the 

Spirit’s encouragement toward stewardship and 

our failures as stewards of these good gifts. We 

seek to reaffirm our relationship to God as God’s 

creatures, completely dependent on God and the 

whole of God’s creation for our lives. 

 
 Our Natural Cathedral Committee made 

available copies of weekly devotions for the 

Season of Creation.   

 
https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-

st-francis-day-resources 

 
 We liked the message in the Sept 13 

devotional.  The Bible readings that week were  

 

 

 

 

about neighbor love.  The Devotion leader 

suggested that if God loves the creation then we  

must think of the creation as our neighbor, 

writing: “How many times should our neighbor 

forgive us for overfishing, deforesting, polluting, 

endangering species, desertification, 

commodifying or even just not paying attention?  

Whether it is seventy-seven times or seventy 

times seven, we are past the breaking point.” 

[from Matt 18:21] 

  

Vestry Minutes Sept. 22, 2020 
  

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort):  

Fr. Larry wrote thank-you notes for memorial 

gifts in honor of Bill Gibbons and Jean Lacher.   

 

Fr. Larry wishes to reiterate the policy that no 

gifts are requested or accepted by the Rector for 

services such as funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc. 

performed for members of St. Paul’s, as they are 

covered under his regular duties. 

 

Fr. Larry participated in a multi-faith series of 

presentations by the Satyagraha (Ghandi’s 

principle of non-violence) Institute at the 

invitation of Carl Kline.  He will be attending a 

spiritual directors retreat on Oct. 6.   

 

Not much grass at this Mass in the Grass.  Photo 

shows church service inside the Dakota Nature Park 

building – a welcome space during the squall. 

Weather was nice before and after the service  

https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-st-francis-day-resources
https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-st-francis-day-resources
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The Season of Creation/Blessing of the Animals 

will be held on October 4
th

 at 11:30 on the church 

patio. 

 

Fr. Larry and Judy hope to take 2-3 days of 

vacation to visit friends at Camp Crook. 

 

The book study group will be reading Morality: 

Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times 

by Rabbi Jonathon Sacks, the chief rabbi of the 

United Kingdom. 

 

Physical presence at St. Paul’s Sunday service 

has been light the past several weeks.  Please 

check in with Fr. Larry and see if there are slots 

available rather than assume that there are not! 

 

Discretionary Expenses:  Opening balance was 

$887.07.  Expenditures included a subscription to 

the Anglican Digest, as well as a gas and food 

reimbursement and gas at Schoon’s, totaling 

$143.00.  The ending balance is $774.07. 

 

Fr. Larry received a thank you letter from 

Rebuilding South Sudan, whose fundraising has 

been severely curtailed by COVID.  If 

parishioners would like to contribute to that 

cause, please send your check to Bob Klein with 

the notation South Sudan. 

 

Jean Lacher left behind a number of totes with 50 

years of St. Paul’s church records.  Fr. Larry is 

asking for a couple of volunteers to go through the 

materials. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn Hublou):   

Church 

School/Youth Group 

will meet via Zoom 

on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each 

month, beginning on 

Oct. 7.   

 

Lynn contacted Tom 

Manzer about the 

possibility of 

making an outreach donation to Bienvenidos, a 

local organization that aids the area Hispanic 

community. 

 

The Vestry approved having Patty Krachtovil take 

the old buffet as well as a couple of mirrors to 

Threads of Memories to be sold. 

 

Junior Warden’s Report (Lee Kratochvil): 

Completed work includes: Rectory windows and 

dormers; brochure rack hung; leak in sanctuary 

roof repaired and cross repainted; new storm door 

on the rectory; east windows scraped, caulked, 

and repainted; fertilized yard and mulched garden.    

 

Lee and Mark Kratochvil repaired and painted the 

front porch on the Rectory, as well as helping 

with the storm door.  However, Lee extended his 

thanks to Fr. Larry for doing the bulk of the work, 

including repairing the chimney on the Rectory, at 

a savings to the church of thousands of dollars.  

The Vestry echoed his thanks.  The cost of these 

repairs will come from capital improvement.  

 

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein):   
The treasurer’s report was 

accepted in a motion made by 

Lynn H. (2
nd

, Lee K.). Some 

discussion focused on 

developing a policy for small 

memorials as maintaining 

track of numerous memorials 

can be taxing. This will 

receive further consideration. 

 

Old Business: The April Brooks Memorial 

Garden discussion was tabled because Scott 

Anderson may be submitting in a quote for brick 

Rectory South showing porch 2010 
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posts.  Fr. Larry asked that whatever additional 

landscaping we consider be planned with low 

maintenance in mind. 

 

New Business: 

St. Paul’s received a monetary gift from Jean 

Lacher. 

 

Next Meeting:  October 19 at 5:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marsha Klein, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

April Brooks Memorial 

 

The April 

Brooks 

Memorial has 

been and will be 

a topic at St 

Pauls as we 

plan the future 

of our church 

landscaping.   

 

 April was a Master Gardener and 

her son Sean (lives in Chicago) felt that it 

would be appropriate for her memorial 

funds to be used to improve our 

landscaping.  Several years ago it was 

suggested that we beautify the Sixth Street 

side of the church after the upgrades in 6
th
 

Street were finished.  Well, the street 

construction is finally finished.  About one 

foot of our property was taken [we were 

compensated].   

 

 It is a good time to remember April 

as her legacy garden is being planned. 

 

Battery Recycling  

 

The battery 

recycling 

bucket in 

Thorburn 

Hall 

continued to 

fill even 

though we 

weren’t 

visiting the 

church 

regularly.  

The Natural 

Cathedral 

Committee 

delivered 

the 

batteries to ReStore, 

where they will be 

picked up by Interstate 

Battery Co. and 

recycled.  

 

  Recycling the 

small batteries reminds us of other things 

we can do in our lives to reduce, reuse and 

recycle (in that order).  Yearly, St Paul’s 

recycles about 60 lbs of batteries.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a battle with cancer, Dr. April 
Brooks passed away in April, 2015.  
She had academic degrees in history 
from Tulane University. She was a 
Professor of History at SDSU, 
Coordinator of Women's Studies, and 
from 2008-2014, she was Head of the 
newly formed Department of History, 
Political Science, Philosophy and 
Religion, She was a member of Master 
Gardeners and was a lay minister at St. 
Paul's.  April was a world  traveler and 
scholar. 
 

St Pauls Natural Cathedral Comm. 

sent 30 lbs of small batteries for 

recycling in August. 

We before Me 
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