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Janet Gritzner announces new Messenger 
editor Bess Pallares at the annual meeting.

New editor for Messenger
After six years at the helm, Janet 

Gritzner has pass on editorship of 
the Saint Paul Messenger to Bess Pal-
lares, starting with this issue. 

I want to thank Janet for her years 
of service as editor and for all her 
help in passing on this role to me.

For those who haven’t met me, 
I’ve been attending St. Paul’s for 
about two years since moving to 
Brookings from Portland, Oregon, 
with my family, including my hus-
band Ismael and daughters Sophia 
and Eleanor. My parents are Alan 
and Jill Davis.

I currently work in the SDSU 
registrar’s office, but previously I 
worked as a comic book editor, a 
writer for universities, and a news-
paper editor. I have a master’s de-
gree in publishing, and I’m excited 
to use those skills again as editor 
for the Messenger.

Please email me at bess.pallares@
gmail.com if you’d like to contrib-
ute articles or photos.

– Bess Pallares

1 Coral Bonnemann
2 Jason Kratochvil
 Ryan Braun
5 Abby Clever
7 Derek Clever

12 Jennie Hublou Mayer
13 Ian Greer
21 Ryan Woodard
27 Doug & Connie Nelson

February Birthdays and Anniversaries

From our Rector: Fr. Larry Ort
On January 6 we celebrated 

Epiphany, and we are now in the 
season of epiphany which lasts 
through March 3. Epiphany has 
three definitions: 

1. The church festival observed 
on January 6.
2. An appearance or manifesta-
tion especially of a divine being.
3. An illuminating discovery, real-
ization, or disclosure (www.m-w.
com/dictionary/epiphany).
It is reasonable to expect the 

Revised Common Lectionary 
readings during epiphany reveal 
various instances of epiphany.

Thus far, we have focused on 
the visit of the Magi (January 6), 
the baptism of Jesus accompanied 
by the voice of God (January 13), 
Jesus’ first miracle of changing 
water into wine (January 20), reve-
lation which comes through scrip-
ture (January 27) and life and love 
as epiphany (February 3). As of 
yet, I have not teased out the em-
phasis for the remaining weeks in 
epiphany, but each should reflect 
some new insight or manifestation 

of God’s presence in 
our lives.

I encourage you 
to join us for this 
special season of 
the church year and 
to consider where you are expe-
riencing illuminating discoveries, 
realizations, or disclosures related 
to God’s presence in your own life. 
Remember, the weekly sermons 
are posted on St. Paul’s website  at 
www.saintpaulsbrookings.com.

The annual meeting was con-
ducted on January 27. Jean Lacher 
departed the vestry after serving 
a three-year term; Janet Gritzner 
was elected to the vestry. Please 
remember to thank Jean for her 
service. Lynn Hublou agreed to 
continue serving as Sr. Warden, 
and Lee Kratochvil was elected as 
Jr. Warden. Jan Lacher, Bob Klein, 
and Marsha Klein were elected as 
delegates, and Judy Ort was elect-
ed as an alternate delegate. 

The annual meeting included 
a discussion on the need for a 

See more on Page 2

http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/epiphany
http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/epiphany
http://www.saintpaulsbrookings.com


2

mutual ministry review; several 
ideas surfaced as we discussed 
our life at St. Paul’s. One which 
we will soon implement is a 
youth Sunday in which the youth 
take responsibility for leading 
and conducting worship. The 
vestry will keep you posted as we 
work out the details.

On Wednesday, March 13th, 
we will begin a six-week Lenten 

series based on Walk In Love; 
Episcopal Beliefs and Practices. 
This program will invite people 
from the community who may 
be interested in knowing more 
about the Episcopal Church to 
join us for our soup supper and 
presentation/discussion which 
follows. Please plan to attend and 
give some thought to who you 
might like to invite to join us. We 
will also advertise this program 

in the Brookings Register and the 
Weekly Shopper. 

Despite the bitter cold, take note 
that the days are lengthening! 
Life may lay dormant at present, 
but the season of resurrection and 
new life is coming. In the mean-
time, we continue to feed the 
squirrels, rabbits, and birds that 
call our grounds home. 

Blessings,
Fr. Larry

From our rector cont.

Evolution Sunday (Feb 10) is a 
time when many congregations 
have sermons, lessons, or discus-
sions about the relationship be-
tween religion and science.

At St Paul’s, the Natural Cathe-
dral Committee will provide some 
information at coffee hour after 
church on the 10th, and we offer the 
following information. 

These days, the public seems 
confused about the purposes of reli-
gion and science. There is vast pub-
lic distrust of some areas of science. 
For example the anti-vaccination is-
sues breaking out in the northwest 
, the belief that climate change is a 
scientific hoax, and political leg-
islation to teach the Bible story of 
creation in science classes—okay in 
sociology class.

On Evolution Sunday, most 
church events hope to remind peo-
ple that religion and science are 
not adversaries. Rather, they look 
at the natural world from different 
perspectives and ask, and answer, 
different questions.

Evolution Sunday is the Sunday 
closest to Darwin’s birthday [Feb 
12] but Evolution weekend is not 
really about Darwin or evolution. 

Instead it is about the bigger rela-
tionship between religion and sci-
ence. 

But why are “old man Darwin” 
and his theory even being criticized 
when he wrote the following on the 
first page of his book titled The Ori-
gin of Species. 

“Let no man … think or main-
tain that a man can search too far 
or be too well-studied in the book 
of God’s word, or in the book of 
God’s works … but rather let men 
endeavor an endless progress or 
proficiency in both.” 

Psalm 19 says about the same 
thing.

A modern testimony to the com-
patibility of religion and science is 
the Clergy Letter Project, which Fr 
Larry Ort has signed. It is a simple 
one-page letter stating…

“Religious truth is of a different 
order from scientific truth. Its pur-
pose is not to convey scientific infor-
mation but to transform hearts. We 
the undersigned, Christian clergy 
from many different traditions, be-
lieve that the timeless truths of the 
Bible and the discoveries of modern 
science may comfortably coexist.” 
(https://theclergyletterproject.org/

rel_evolution_weekend_2019.html)
Episcopalians can find guidance 

on this subject in the Catechism of 
Creation. Among the “cats” in the 
Catechism is this: “science tells us 
how the world is; the Bible tells 
us how the world ought to be.” 
(https://www.episcopalchurch.
org/files/CreationCatechism.pdf) 

To provide some balance in this 
article, we must admit that about 
half of the Nation’s citizens do not 
believe in evolution. These folks 
side more toward the literal bibli-
cal account of creation. In response 
to the growing success of Evolu-
tion Weekend, “creationists” host 
an alternative called “Creation 
Sunday.” (http://creationsunday.
wordpress.com)

We will end this article with an-
other quote from an old-timer who 
got into trouble with the church in 
the old days. His name was Gal-
ileo who got thrown in jail by the 
Pope for saying that the Sun, not 
the Earth, was the center of the uni-
verse. He sassed the Pope saying 
“Science tells us how the heavens 
go, not how to go to heaven.”

– Chuck Berry

Evolution Weekend: Feb. 8-10

https://theclergyletterproject.org/rel_evolution_weekend_2019.html
https://theclergyletterproject.org/rel_evolution_weekend_2019.html
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/CreationCatechism.pdf
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/CreationCatechism.pdf
http://creationsunday.wordpress.com
http://creationsunday.wordpress.com
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All Photos by Chuck Berry

2018 Annual Meeting Minutes
Fr. Larry opened the meeting 

with a prayer.
Marsha Klein, Clerk of the Vestry, 

was appointed to take notes.
A motion made by Lynn Hublou 

(2nd Bob Klein) to cast a unani-
mous ballot to approve the agenda, 
passed.

Election of a Sr. Warden. Bob 
Klein (2 nd Jean Lacher) nominated 
Lynn Hublou. The motion passed.

Election of a Jr. Warden. There 
was some discussion of co-junior 
wardens, but this is not supported 
by the bylaws. Barbee Hovelson 
(2nd Tiffany Heyduk) nominated 
Lee Kratochvil. The motion passed.

Delegates and alternates: Lynn 
Hublou nominated Marsha and 
Bob Klein and Jean Lacher. Judy Ort 
is the alternate. The motion passed.

Bob Lacher (2nd Tiffany Heyduk) 
moved to accept the minutes of the 
last annual meeting as submitted.

A motion to accept reports on pp. 

1-21 of the Annual Report, made 
by Patty Kratochvil (2nd Janet 
Gritzner), passed.

Financial report from 2018. Trea-
surer Bob Klein commented that 
the value of the Wealth Manage-
ment Account has gone down over 
$7,000 during 2018. The parish 
continues to spend more than we 
take in. Fr. Larry pointed out that 
we spent down some of our funds, 
allowing us to spend more than we 
intended, and he congratulated the 
congregation on their giving. Fr. 
Larry explained that when he turns 
71 ½, he no longer pays into the 
pension fund, so that difference is 
accounted for in salary lines of the 
budget. He has requested that he 
not receive a raise.

There was a slight increase in our 
utility cost; Fr. Larry reminded the 
congregation to turn off lights and 
turn down heat before leaving the 
building.

The Statement of Financial Posi-
tion reflects expenditure of capital 
improvement funds (renovation in 
Rectory, Sacristy, water heater, etc.). 
Please consider pledging specifical-
ly for capital improvements over 
and above your regular pledge.

Jean Lacher (2nd Patty Kratoch-
vil) moved to accept the financial 
report. The motion passed.

Fr. Larry indicated that a number 
of window sills in the Rectory need 
to be replaced; other projects in-
clude priming and painting of Rec-
tory windows, doing some work on 
some of the church windows, and 
rebuilding the bell tower.

A motion to accept the proposed 
budget for 2019 made by Mark Kra-
tochvil (2nd Jean Lacher), passed.

Investment Fund. Fr. Larry said 
the account was established in Fall 
of 2015. First Bank &amp; Trust 
Wealth Management recommend-
ed that St. Paul’s wait three years 
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to determine the performance of 
the fund before making any with-
drawals. The Vestry will act on this 
as part of their purview. The Invest-
ment Committee recommends a 
payout of 3.5% ($5486.25) and use 
of these funds for outreach minis-
try, unless some compelling capital 
improvement need beyond the nor-
mal capability of the congregation 
warrants redirection. 

Comments: Bob Klein would 
like to see the vestry decide which 
account to take the funds from de-
pending on its view of availability. 
Savings accounts draw virtually 
no interest, while the investment 
account has a bigger risk, but a 
greater potential reward.

Chuck Berry reminded us that 
the $5,000 from the fund was rec-
ommended by the investment 
committee to be used for outreach. 
He suggested that we support TEC 
(Renovate the Chapel campaign), 
whose goal is $15,000, and perhaps 
the Sisseton Mission. Lee recom-
mended that the vestry appropriate 
the 3.5% from the savings account 
instead of the investment fund and 
use it for outreach.

Tasi Barondeau thought that the 
vestry should decide what they 
mean by outreach ministry before 

deciding what to do with the money.
Tasi wants to know if outreach 

also could be related to getting 
our membership up. Chuck Berry 
responded to that by citing what 
has already been done toward that 
end. Lynn said the Vestry would 
welcome parish input. One thing 
she mentioned was the SD Day of 
Giving, during which St. Paul’s do-
nated matched money to the Salva-
tion Army and Brookings Backpack 
project.

St. Paul’s does not have an En-
dowment Fund, which is some-
thing the Vestry may be working on 
this next year. An outreach project 
during Lent: reading and discuss-
ing the book Walk In Love (Epis-
copal Church faith and practices). 
The Brookings community will be 
invited to Wednesday book discus-
sions/power point presentations 
after soup suppers during Lent. 
It will be advertised in various 
venues, and Erika Klein suggested 
Facebook Live as well. She encour-
aged parishioners not to just “like” 
but “share” for greater impact. The 
St. Paul’s youth will be conducting 
the Lenten services as well.

It has been nearly five years since 
the Orts arrived. Fr. Larry called for 
another Mutual Ministry review, 

which segued into a discussion on 
how to increase membership. Lee 
Kratochvil commented that we ar-
en’t attracting young families. He 
would like to see a Youth Sunday 
at ten o’clock once a month—mu-
sic from TEC, stronger roles for the 
youth.

Tasi Barondeau pointed out that 
the youth did that on Sunday eve-
nings during Lent which was poor-
ly attended. Fr. Larry posed the 
question: How do we make church 
more relevant? Tasi gave some ex-
amples of movements and books 
that might spark enthusiasm. Erika 
Klein said that her age group wants 
to be able to DO things.

Other suggestions: Evensong and 
Compline, perhaps in conjunction 
with music majors from SDSU. 
Lynn Hublou stressed the impor-
tance of increased visibility and the 
necessity of publicizing what we do 
in the Register (and make the pub-
lic know that they are welcome to 
come).

Janet Gritzner announced that 
Bess Pallares will be taking over the 
newsletter as of Feb. 1, 2019. Peg 
Whalen expressed her thanks to 
Mary Lou Berry for taking over the 
weekly bulletin. The articles in the 
Annual Report serve to emphasize 
how much gets done by so few peo-
ple at St. Paul’s!

Mark Kratochvil extended spe-
cial thanks to Bob Klein for what 
he does for this congregation as its 
treasurer. A special thanks also to 
Fr. Larry—we are blessed!

A motion to adjourn made by 
Lee Kratochvil (2nd Paul Gillespie) 
passed and the meeting was closed 
with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Klein, Clerk of the Vestry
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Note: Jan. 7, 2019 meeting. These 
minutes do not chronicle the bud-
get discussion, but rather the mo-
tions made post-discussion.

• Jean Lacher (2nd Lynn Hublou) 
moved that $237 be transferred 
to St. Paul’s Discretionary Fund,  
expensed to account #7030-Out-
reach from operation budget. The 
motion was approved.
• Jean Lacher moved (2nd Ca-
rolann Klug) that the costs of the 
replacement stove and the new 
security system come from the 
Helen Town Memorial and the 
Ralph Town Memorial, respec-
tively. The motion was approved. 
• The Vestry thanked Jean Lach-
er for her three years of service on 
the Vestry.
• The vestry on the seventh day 
of January, 2019, after discuss-
ing the amount to be paid to the 
Rev. Larry Ort  as a parsonage 

allowance, on motion duly made 
and seconded, adopted the 
following resolution:
Whereas the Rev. Larry V. Ort is 
employed as a minister of the 
Gospel of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Brookings, SD, which 
although providing a residence 
for him does not provide the full 
cost of maintaining and furnish-
ing such a residence, the vestry 
resolves that of the total compen-
sation to be paid to the Rev. Larry 
Ort during 2019, that $6,000 be 
designated as parsonage allow-
ance within the meaning of that 
term as used in Section 107 of the 
IRS Code of 1986.
The Vestry will meet to discuss 

any outstanding issues after church 
on Sunday, Jan. 20 .

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Klein, Clerk of the Vestry   

February starts 
year two in my 
position as Senior 
Warden. The previ-
ous year saw many 
accomplishments, 
as you know and 
as were acknowledged monthly 
in the Messenger, through an-
nouncements in church, and as 
written in the 2018 Annual Report. 

We begin the year with two 
changes on the vestry, Janet 
Gritzner as vestryperson and Lee 
Kratochvil as Junior Warden. The 
remaining vestry is the same: Ca-
rolann Klug, Tiffany Heyduk, Bob 
Klein (Treasurer), Marsha Klein 
(Clerk), Fr. Larry, and I.

In some of my remarks at the 
Annual Meeting, I urged congre-
gants to contact a vestry person 
with both ideas and concerns. I 
also urge you to please review 
the Rector’s Report and the Se-
nior Warden’s report from the 
Annual Report. In fact, review 
the entire report from time to 
time. Sometimes we need re-
minders of what goes on and just 
who is involved; and of course, 
the activities are myriad and the 
participants many. However, we 
can and should do more in some 
ways, and recognizing and act-
ing on this was the charge in my 
report.

I look forward to another mar-
velous year of accomplishments, 
and I and the entire vestry look 
forward to hearing from you. 

– Lynn Hublou, Senior Warden

Senior 
Moments

Minutes of 
the St. Paul’s 
Vestry Budget 
Meeting

Lynn Hublou

Brookings Church Women United 
will celebrate World Day of Prayer 
on March 1, 2019, at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, 6th St. and 8th Ave., 
Brookings, SD at 2 p.m.

World Day of Prayer is an ecu-
menical celebration of informed 
prayer and prayerful action. Join 
in the prayer service written by 
the women of Slovenia, who invite 
us to explore Jesus’ parable of the 
Great Dinner in Luke 14:15-24, 

with the theme “Come—every-
thing is ready”.

All Church men and women are 
invited to this World Day of Prayer. 
An offering will be taken to sup-
port the Church Women United 
programs. Lunch and fellowship 
will follow the program. St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church if handicapped 
accessible.

– Carol Klug 
carolklug67@gmail.com, 605-695-3065

World Day of Prayer is March 1

mailto:carolklug67@gmail.com
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The film First Reformed has been 
nominated for an Academy Award 
for best original screenplay. First 
Reformed was filmed at Zion 
Episcopal Church in Queens and 
explores themes of Christian stew-
ardship of the earth and the work 
of Thomas Merton.

Merton was a Trappist Catholic 
monk whose writings in the mid-
20th century, most famously The 
Seven Storey Mountain, explored 
the importance of inner faith-
fulness, living with grace, and 
self-sacrifice.

The film was written by Paul 
Schrader (Taxi Driver, The Last 
Temptation of Christ) and stars 
Ethan Hawke as a former military 
chaplain and current reverend for 

a small Reformed Church. In an in-
terview with NPR about the film, 
Hawke reflected on his experience 
as a Christian: “I was baptized and 
confirmed an Episcopal. And I 
had a great – Reverend Jean Smith 
was my reverend who confirmed 
me. And she was a great thinker 
and a great teacher about a life of 
faith. And I realize only now how 
many people don’t have that. She 
was a very supple thinker.” (“Paul 
Schrader and Ethan Hawke Test 
their Faith in First Reformed,” Fresh 
Air, NPR, June 12, 2018).

The Academy Awards will be 
held on Feb. 24, 2019. (Note: The 
film is rated R and contains images of 
and allusions to suicide.)

- Bess Pallares

First Reformed nominated for Oscar

The theatrical poster for First Reformed. 
The movie was mostly filmed at an Epis-
copal church in Queens.

Shrove Tuesday, also known as 
Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) or Pan-
cake Tuesday, will be on March 5 
this year. The day is a moveable 
feast determined by Easter, and 
marks the last day of “fat eating” 
before the fasting period of Lent.

To prepare for Shrove Tuesday, 
I wanted to share my family’s fa-
vorite pancake recipe. We double 
this recipe to make short stacks for 
a family of four.

Though the recipe is originally 
vegan, you can use dairy milk and 
butter if you prefer. The added 
sweetener in the batter means less 
syrup and toppings are required, 
making this a great recipe for kids.

– Bess Pallares

Family Favorite Pancakes

Makes 8-10 small pancakes. Mod-

ified from The Joy of Vegan Baking 

by Colleen Patrick-Goudreau.

Ingredients
1 cup unbleached all-purpose flour

1 tbsp baking powder

¼ tsp salt

½ tsp cinnamon

1 cup milk (nondairy or dairy if you 

prefer)

2 tbsp canola oil

1 ½ tsp vanilla extract

3 tbsp liquid sweetener such as ma-

ple syrup, agave nectar, or orange 

juice

Additional oil or butter for cooking 

(optional)

Directions
Combine the flour, baking powder, 

cinnamon, and salt in a bowl. In a 
separate bowl, combine the milk, oil, 
vanilla extract, and sweetener.

Add the milk mixture to the flour 
mixture and mix just until moistened; 
a few lumps are okay. (Don’t over-
mix, or the pancakes will be tough.)

Heat a nonstick griddle or sauté pan 
over a medium-high flame. You may 
add some oil to the griddle/sauté 
pan and heat until hot, but with a 
nonstick pan, you don’t need it.

Pour the batter onto the griddle to 
form circles about 4” in diameter. 
Cook the pancakes for a couple 
of minutes on one side until bub-
bles appear on the surface. Slide a 
spatula under the pancake and flip 
it over. Cook the pancakes on the 
other side for another 2 minutes or 
so. Continue until golden brown on 
each side, about 4 minutes in all.

Pancakes for
Shrove Tuesday
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News from the NatioNal episcopal church

Traveling the Way of Love, Epi-
sode 1: Bless – A visit to the Bish-
op Walker School in Washington, 
D.C., is available on The Episcopal 
Church website at www.episco-
palchurch.org/traveling-the-way-
love.

This new video series shares 
stories of the way people across 
The Episcopal Church practice the 
Way of Love, with each episode 
highlighting one of the seven Way 
of Love practices: turn, learn, pray, 
worship, bless, go, and rest. This 
first episode focuses on Bless.

“We decided to start the new 

show at the Bishop Walker School 
in Washington, D.C.,” said host 
Chris Sikkema. “We’d been told by 
folks in the region that we’d really 
get to see blessing in action; what 
Jesus meant when he called us to 
give, forgive, teach and heal in his 
name.”

The Bishop John T. Walker 
School for Boys was founded by 
the Episcopal Diocese of Wash-
ington in 2006 as a response to 
the serious educational challenges 
facing African American boys in 
the low-income communities east 
of the Anacostia River. Bishop 

Walker believed in education as 
the doorway to opportunity and 
that Christians have a responsibil-
ity to raise up people to use their 
God-given gifts.

To facilitate the use of this video 
by individuals or small groups 
for discernment and reflection, an 
episode guide, reflection, and oth-
er resources are also provided on 
the website. Six more episodes are 
slated for 2019, and episodes are 
closed captioned.

Information from The Episcopal 
Church Public Affairs Office, 

episcopalchurch.org.

Church launches ‘Traveling the Way of Love’ web series

By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

The Episcopal Church’s General 
Convention, in addition to placing 
racial reconciliation among the 
church’s top priorities, has voted 
since 2015 to emphasize criminal 
justice reform as an essential step 
toward ending the American sys-
tem of mass incarceration that dis-
proportionately punishes people 
of color.

An example of that system – and, 
for reformers, an opportunity – can 
be found on an island in the middle 
of New York’s East River.

Rikers Island is the city’s primary 
incarceration site, home to eight 
inmate facilities that hold most of 
the more than 8,000 people in New 

York City who in an average day 
are held behind bars while they 
wait for a court hearing or trial, or 
as they serve their jail sentences. 
More than half of the city’s inmates 
and detainees are black, and a third 
are Hispanic.

Last fall, members of Trinity 
Church Wall Street, an affluent par-
ish in Lower Manhattan, joined a 
“mass bail out” of certain detainees 
being held at city jails. The con-
gregation is on the front lines of a 
movement to close Rikers Island as 
a costly, unjust, ineffective and de-
teriorating relic of an outdated sys-
tem. Advocates argue for replacing 
Rikers with jails in each of the city’s 
five boroughs, where they would 
be more convenient for court hear-
ings and family visits, though such 
a transformation depends first on 
an overall reduction in the number 
of people the city incarcerates.

“The larger piece is we need 

to make Rikers no longer neces-
sary,” the Rev. Winnie Varghese, 
the church’s director of justice and 
reconciliation, told Episcopal News 
Service in an interview.

That was an underlying recom-
mendation of a 2017 report issued 
by the Independent Commission 
on New York City Criminal Justice 
and Incarceration Reform, whose 
work received financial support 
from a dozen philanthropic orga-
nizations, including Trinity Wall 
Street.

“Research shows that incarcera-

New York 
church takes 
up bail reform

Rikers Island. (U.S. Geological Survey)

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/traveling-the-way-love
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/traveling-the-way-love
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/traveling-the-way-love
http://episcopalchurch.org
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tion begets incarceration,” the com-
mission’s report said. “Spending 
time behind bars also begets other 
problems, including eviction, un-
employment, and family dysfunc-
tion. These burdens fall dispropor-
tionately on communities of color.”

The commission set a target of 
reducing the city’s jail population 
to 5,000 in a decade, which would 
mark a dramatic turnaround from 
a peak of more than 20,000 people 
behind bars in New York in the ear-
ly 1980s.

Most of that reduction would be 
achieved by bail reforms, by chang-
ing the way the city holds suspects 
who are accused of crimes but not 
yet convicted. Pretrial detainees 
make up three of every four people 
incarcerated in the city.

Advocates for bail reform argue 
that many of those pretrial detain-
ees remain at Rikers Island simply 
because they are too poor to pay 
their bail, not because they have 
been accused of a serious crime or 
are a significant danger to the pub-
lic. Bail’s purpose, they point out, is 
merely to ensure that a defendant 
will appear in court for a hearing, 
or else the defendant risks forfeit-
ing that money.

“What this system has turned 
into is a way to keep poor people 
in jail because they cannot afford 
bail,” Jonathan Lippman, a former 
state chief judge who chairs the 
reform commission, told Varghese 
in a video interview produced by 
Trinity Wall Street.

Lippman advocates eliminating 
cash bail altogether as one safe-
guard against unnecessary deten-
tions, which often do more damage 
than good, he said. Simply spend-
ing a day or two at Rikers can have 

a profound effect on a detainee, and 
taken to extremes, it can ruin lives, 
as Lippman noted with the exam-
ple of Kalief Browder.

Browder, accused of stealing a 
backpack in 2010 at age 16, was ar-
rested and held at Rikers for three 
years, much of that time spent in 
solitary confinement, because his 
family was unable to afford his bail. 
He was never tried or convicted, 
and after he finally was released, 
he hanged himself at age 22. Last 
month, New York agreed to pay 
Browder’s family $3.3 million in a 
settlement over the young man’s 
detention.

“What a waste of a human be-
ing,” Lippman said. “This was a 
trifecta of everything that’s wrong 
with the criminal justice system.” 
Browder, Lippman explained, was 
a child charged as an adult, suffered 
through extended delays in his case 
and was not able to immediately 
return to his family because of a 
flawed bail system.

Mass incarceration has been 
called “The New Jim Crow” by Mi-

chelle Alexander in her book of that 
name, which likens it to slavery and 
segregation as another race-based 
caste system. In 2015, General Con-
vention passed a resolution that 
encouraged Episcopalians to read 
Alexander’s book.

Also in 2015, General Convention 
took a detailed position against 
mass incarceration in another reso-
lution that acknowledged “implicit 
racial bias and racial profiling result 
in a criminal justice system that dis-
proportionately incarcerates people 
of color” and challenged the church 
“at every level to commit mindfully 
and intentionally to dismantling our 
current mass incarceration system.”

The resolution also urges reform 
of bail bond systems, “which rely 
upon often-unlicensed and un-
regulated bail bond agents and on 
conditioning release from pretrial 
incarceration solely on the ability to 
pay.”

Read more online at www.epis-
copalnewsservice.org.

– David Paulsen is an editor and re-
porter for the Episcopal News Service. 

The Rev. Winnie Varghese of Trinity Church Wall Street interviews Jonathan Lippman, 
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