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January Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 January 
 

    5 Alan Hublou 

    8 Adam Hovelson 
12 Barbee Hovelson 

14 Lynette Olson 
15 Bruce Hovelson 

17 Autumn Malmberg 
19 Lee Kratochvil 

20 Mary Lou Berry 
  James Lurvey 

  Helen Town 
26 Elias Bonnemann 

  John & Peg Whalen 
27 Tonja Jorenby 

 

 
From our Rector - Fr Larry Ort 

 

 
   Fig. 1. Father Larry during Advent 

     Advent is over; we are now celebrating the 

short season of Christmas. Epiphany occurs on 

January 6th, then we move into six Sundays of 

Epiphany. And by the time this comes out, we 

will have welcomed in the New Year. What do we 

want from 2018? Many of us make New Year’s 

resolutions, and we mean well, but old habits die 

hard and new ones are not easily formed. 

Someplace within the last couple of days I read 

about tongue-in-cheek business plans to open a 

gym on New Year’s Day and convert it to a bar 

two weeks later! I have resolved to get more 

exercise this year. The years are creeping up on 

me and gravity seems to be drawing me closer to 

the earth. This is a good time to take stock of our 

life and to consider some changes for the better. 

Discuss some possible resolutions with your 

friends and choose life and growth (yes, that’s 

biblical). 

  

     St. Paul’s is also coming up to its annual 

meeting. We will be setting a new budget and we 

will be reviewing our activities of the past year 

through the various annual reports. I am looking 

forward to writing the rector’s annual report. It 

has been a good year in so many ways. If you 

have not yet submitted your annual pledge, please 

do so as soon as possible. Your contributions will 

enable a richer ministry with more outreach. 

 

     In January, we will reactivate our study of the 

gospels. I will soon send an e-mail soliciting an 

indication of interest. Once we know who wishes 

to be involved, we will determine the best time for 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookings.com/
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our meetings. I sense that we need to place more 

emphasis on Christian education at all levels, for 

Christian education informs us of our rich heritage 

and of our essential commitments. Rightly 

conducted, it should challenge us to live more 

deeply into our faith.  

      

      I recently read an article in the December 24th 

issue of The Living Church entitled St. Martin’s: 

A Texas-Sized Growth Story. St. Martin’s in 

Houston is the largest Episcopal Church in the 

nation (relax – I am not saying that we should 

take them on!). I have long believed that 

membership growth is not the true essence of 

what we are about. St. Martin’s also believes this, 

for they describe their core mission as “making 

and growing disciples of Jesus Christ.” That’s 

even simpler and more to the point than our 

mission statement: “Our mission in Christ is to 

foster community through spiritual growth, 

witness, and service in the Episcopal tradition.” 

 

     St. Martin’s believes in setting high 

expectations for its members: “that you will come 

to church; that you will be involved in Christian 

education; that you will be involved in a ministry 

here at St. Martin’s, and committed to our 

outreach ministries; and that you will pledge to 

the parish.” Regarding those high expectations, 

Kirk Petersen says: “I think people in our world 

respond to high expectations. We don’t expect 

you to be balcony Christians, or spectator 

Christians, we expect you to be on the stage, on 

the field, part of the life of the church.” I will post 

a copy of the article on one of our bulletin boards. 

I encourage you to peruse it.  

 

      One of the expectations of priests is that they 

“continue in their studies to deepen their 

understanding of God’s Holy Word, theology, and 

other subjects related to ministry.” As most of you 

know, I thoroughly enjoy the time I spend in 

researching and writing the sermon. I have often 

said that I wish there were some way to share 

more of that experience with you. I also enjoy 

reading books that address our society and its 

problems. I recently finished reading Nancy 

MacLean’s, Democracy in Chains: The Deep 

History of the Radical Right's Stealth Plan for 

America (available in the Brookings Library). 

MacLean unveils the goals of James McGill 

Buchanan (1919-2013), an economist whom 

Charles Koch funded and championed, who 

would “save capitalism from democracy” 

(https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-

reviews/nancy-maclean/democracy-in-chains/ ). 

Buchanan’s agenda is chronicled by the 

economics department of George Mason 

University. Part of the strategy is to train federal 

judges, or those likely to become federal judges, 

in the far-right agenda. We are currently seeing 

many of these judges appointed to federal 

positions. I highly encourage you to read this 

book. You may also enjoy Jane Mayer’s Dark 

Money (I have not read this yet, but it also deals 

with the manipulation of American politics, and 

“follows the money” in relation to influence for 

personal agendas as opposed to the interest of the 

commonwealth. I encourage you to stay abreast of 

such issues and to get involved. We need to 

engage in deeper discourse concerning what is 

best for our country and all of its citizens. 

 

     In closing, thanks to those who rang bells for 

the Salvation Army: Jennifer Lacher-Starace and 

Jonathan, Mark Kratochvil, Patty Kratochvil, 

Traci Nelson, Janet Gritzner, Helen Town, Peg 

Whalen, Lee Kratochvil, Judy and Larry Ort. I 

know the Salvation Army takes some positions 

which some of our members cannot embrace (no 

can I) but they also do a great deal to address 

poverty within our community. 

 

     Last, thanks for all the expressions of good 

will Judy and I have received from the 

congregation this Christmas. As I have said 

before, we are blessed to be here. 

 

In Christ’s love and service, 

Fr. Larry 

   

       

      

 

 

       

 

 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/nancy-maclean/democracy-in-chains/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/nancy-maclean/democracy-in-chains/
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Sr Warden’s Thoughts 
By Chuck Berry 

 

     James 2:14-24.  “What does it profit, my 

brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not 

have works? Can faith save him?  If a brother or 

sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one 

of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed 

and filled,” but you do not give them the things 

which are needed for the body, what does 

it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not 

have works, is dead.” 

 

     Faith and/or works.  Google the term 

“salvation by grace or works” and you’ll have 

more to read that you want. I think the following 

is a good summary of a library full of books on 

the subject - “true faith will result in two things: 

eternal life and a desire to do good works.”   

 

     Many of St Paul’s parishioners certainly had 

the desire to do good works, even very good 

works, even extensive good works on behalf of St 

Paul’s in the past year.  I don’t think anyone 

contributes their time and talent to be saved.  

They do it to help others. 

 

     We do good works for each other, for the 

Brookings 

community, 

for the 

Diocese, and 

for families 

in foreign countries that we will never see.  I 

sincerely thank everyone for contributing time, 

talent and treasure through the past year, and 

during the time (3 years) I have spent as Sr 

Warden.   

 

     I’ m not a Pollyanna (irrepressible optimism 

and a tendency to find good in everything) 

because I know that we have enough drama and 

gossip to be a drag on our community of faith 

(and the Vestry’s spirit sometimes).  But 

Pollyanna might jingle “Your mind is a garden, 

your thoughts are the seeds, you can grow 

flowers, or you can grow weeds.”   

 

     In preparation for our 100th Anniversary in 

June, I have read every Messenger since the first 

one was printed in 1981.  I would say that the 

similarities between our church then and now are 

different. Don’t think about this Yogi Berra quote 

too much (there’s truth there somewhere).  

Besides, Yogi also said “I really didn’t say 

everything I said.”   

 

     I agree with St Paul’s historian Neva Harding’s 

(died in 1978 at age 105) use of the Chinese 

theater metaphor for St Paul’s people, “…ever 

faithful, always on duty with or without a pastor, 

never large, never quite vanishing, likened to a 

Chinese Theater, one continuous performance, the 

stage setting the same, as players grow weary and 

drop out, others take their place and the play goes 

on, the group taking a leading part at one time, 

gradually is dissolved in another group, equally 

devoted.”   

 

No Vestry Meeting in December 

Creation in 12 Months 

By Natural Cathedral Committee 

     At our Annual Meeting, several reports will 

compress the last 12 months at St Paul’s into a 

half-page report.  Let’s try this trick for the 

history of the earth so that we can ponder 

humanity's place in the whole creation.  Let’s start 

4.6 billion years ago when the Earth was formed 

(this ignores two-thirds of cosmic time).   

 Let’s say our third rock from the Sun was 

formed on Jan 1, 2017.  It takes 11 months until 

Dec 1 for simple cells to evolve to fish that fill the 

oceans and  vascular plants to cover the land. 

 Between Dec 5-7 the great swamps that 

formed today's rich coal beds existed but on Dec 

8th a mass extinction wipes out 95% of all species.  

 Between Dec 13 and 26th dinosaurs evolve 

but then disappear giving mammals an 

opportunity. 

Follow Your Dreams! 
(except for the one where you 

are naked at Vestry meeting) 
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 On the morning of Dec 31, the first 

hominids evolve in East Africa.  At 10 minutes to 

midnight Neanderthals spread throughout Europe. 

Christ was born ten seconds before midnight.  

Two seconds before midnight, we enter the 

modern industrial era and a time of explosive 

growth of the human population. 

 We are now in the Anthropocene epoch in 

which the human species has a significant impact 

on Earth’s ecosystems.  We now determine the 

earth processes that once determined us. For 

example, most rivers are dammed, most land is 

plowed, the weather and oceans are changed, and 

another great extinction of species is occurring.   

 We are critical to the further flourishing of 

the Earth.  For nature to flourish we need to tend 

God’s Garden understanding that we are 

embedded in it.  For humanity to flourish we need 

to follow the Golden Rule.   God has no hands but 

our hands. 

     Visual Arts Ministry’s New Show 
By Chuck Berry 

 

      Our 4-year-old Visual Arts Ministry hung the 

6th show in November.  This show isn’t about art 

work.  It is totally about our 100th anniversary and 

will be a visual centerpiece for visitors during the 

 

 Anniversary weekend celebration in June.   

 

     The show has three themes: 1) notable 

laypersons and Priests, 2) Cram and Ferguson 

architectural drawings, and 3) vintage black and 

white photos of the church and rectory.  

 

     Our Visual Arts Ministry follows the lead of 

The Episcopal Church, which promotes the use of 

visual arts through the program titled “Episcopal 

Church and the Visual Arts” (See 

http://ecva.org/). It encourages visual artists, and 

hopes that art assists viewers in their spiritual 

journeys, and fosters conversations on the arts, 

theology, and culture. 

 

     The goal of the current show is to foster 

conversation about our culture through documents 

and photos from St Paul’s past. 

 
From the Archives 

 
Clergy at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

 

 Joseph Ewing 1932-1941 

 
Leonard Nelson 1941-1943 

 

By Gertrude Young, 1947 

 
     In a number of The Church Man” for 1932 we 

read also that “Rev Joseph Ewing’ and his family 

arrived in August and are comfortably settled in 

the rectory.” A luncheon art eh home of Mrs. 

Turner Wright complimented Mrs. Ewing and her 

mother, Mrs. Belts. A reception and dinner were 

held in the basement for Mr. and Mrs. Ewing. 

This arrival introduced a remarkedly long period 

of priest hood for one servant of St. Paul’s 

Mission. Mr. Ewing remained here tile 1941. Of 

his services for these years it is difficult to write 

adequately in a few sentences. The Guilds, St 

Cecelia’s and St. Paul’s were active. Mrs. Ewing, 

a leader in Guild and public affairs, and a 

hospitable hostess, did much for the prosperity of 

those years. The Bishop and his wife were 

1988.  St Paul’s youth rejoicing in Sunday 
School lesson in the Parish House kitchen 
(corner house now sold). 

http://ecva.org/
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frequent visitors at the rectory. There was a 

wholesome and happy spirit in the church affairs. 

The communicants was doubled. When in 1942 

She is proud that it is a group serves the literary 

creative needs of Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota 

people alike. 

Mr. Ewing left the Brookings mission for an 

appointment at Norman, Oklahoma Robert’s 

wrote, Mr. Ewing has done an outstanding work 

for the St. Paul’s church.”  The Bishop has praise, 

too, for the work done by the Ewings for the 

District. 

 

     “Rev Leonard E. Nelson of Knoxville, 

Tennessee will take up the work of student pastor 

of the students of The Episcopal Church and will 

be the priest in charge at St. Paul’s Church. He 

will take up his residency in Brookings shortly 

after Easter.” From “The Churchman” of  

January-February, 1941.  It was however June of 

1941 before Mr. Nelson took charge of the 

church. Mr. Nelson stay was limited to two years. 

In July of 1943 he accepted a chaplaincy in the 

US Army. It was in November of 1942 that the 

complete redecoration of the church building 

interior was attempted. Mr. Nelson work here was 

saddened by the illness of his talented and 

charming wife, Clarice Nelson. 

 

Profiles at St Paul’s 
 

Tasiyagnunpa Livermount Barondeau 

 

 
  Fig. 2. Wedding day for Tasi and Ben 

 

      Tasiyagnunpa Livermount, newly married to 

Ben Barondeau, is the subject this month’s 

Profiles at St. Paul’s column. Tasi is a mere 35 

years old, a real youngster in my book. However, 

she has already led an interesting life and is 

accomplished in many things.  Tasi was born on 

the Pine Reservation and is an enrolled member of 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe. Her father was from Pine 

Ridge and her mother from Castlewood. Tasi said 

growing up she moved frequently sometimes 

living West River and sometimes East River.  She 

did add that she possibly has lived the longest 

Brookings County than any other place in South 

Dakota.  

 

     Tasi attended three years of high school at 

Sioux Valley in Volga and later studied at SDSU. 

She like many others at St. Paul’s majored in 

English or communication studies (in her case 

Journalism). What is it about this place? Why 

aren’t there more geographers?  When Tasi was 

received into the Episcopal Church in 2011, she 

was instantly at home as she already knew John 

Taylor, her advisor in the English Department and 

Chuck Woodard, who she knew from campus and 

the Oak Lake Writers Society. By the way, John, 

she really liked your courses.   

 

     The Oak Lake Writers Society is a group 

organized to encourage culture based writing. It 

meets annually for retreats at the Oak Lake Field 

Station, where writers get assistance and peer 

review.  If you haven’t been to the Field Station, it 

is in a lovely location. Tasi and I have both visited 

the field station when the pasque flowers were in 

bloom.  But watch out for the ticks later in the 

season. Tasi has been involved with the writing 

group for some 13 years. She says only at 35 she 

feels she can a real voice in group, although that 

never really curtailed her abundant enthusiasm.  If 

you know Tasi, she speaks her mind and is does it 

with a great deal of energy. She hosts the 

Society’s web page, which provides information 

about the Oak Lake writing group and show cases 

the work of its members. She is proud that it is a 

group that serves the literary creative needs of 

Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota people alike. The 

Society currently has a membership of about 50. 

Tasi would like to establish a blog, when and if 

the writing community is amenable. She thinks 
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this may engender greater interest from the 

reservation-based population. 

 

     What else has Tasi been up to?  She was 

employed for two years as the editor of the West 

River Eagle, a newspaper devoted primarily to 

news about Dewey and Corson counties and 

worked for a time for Dakota Rural Action. And 

did I mention she is the mom to four boys – Miles 

(16) , Gavin (12 shortly to be 13), Caedmon (9), 

and Archer (5). Whew! That’s quite the group, but 

I must say they are all great kids.  She says that 

she always had wanted a large family. She then 

told me she has seven brothers and three sisters, 

but they are from other marriages. She herself was 

raised as an only child.  Now that’s an extended 

family! 

 

     We are so glad to have Tasi, Ben, and family at 

St. Paul’s. Tasi has taken on several roles since 

she has joined us. She is the leader of the youth 

group – middle and high schoolers, serves as a 

LEM and provides the homilies at morning 

prayer.  Well done Tasi.  

 

     What’s next? What do we see in your future.?  

There is a definite dedication to family and in the 

foreseeable future a commitment to St. Paul’s and 

the broader Episcopal Church of South Dakota. 

 

Photos, Photos, Photos 

 
Fig. 3. Woodcarving presented by Rhonda Morse for our 

support of the rebuilding of South Sudan through education 

y

 
Fig. 4. Advent at St. Paul’s 

 

 
Fig. 4. Angel tree gifts almost ready to go 
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Fig, 5. Sheperds, sheep and friend in Christmas pageant 

 

 
Fig.6. Malmburg angels and friend 

 

 
Fig. 7. Enter wise kings 

 
Fig.8. Fearsome King Herod 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 9 Adoration of the Magi and others 


