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As faithful stewards of God’s Grace, our mission in Christ is to foster community through spiritual 

growth, witness, and service in the Episcopal tradition  

 

726 Sixth Street, Brookings SD                                                         

www.Stpaulsbrookings.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

 605-692-2617                                                                               Messenger Editor, Chuck Berry 

 
 

Rector’s Report   
 

 The deadline for 

my article for the 

Messenger has been on 

my mind today. As 

Judy and I were 

walking in the door 

(returning from our 

visit to check on 6
th

 

Street progress), I told 

her I must sit down and 

get busy. As I entered 

my office, a male 

cardinal flew up and visited my windowsill for a 

minute or so. Not that I am overly superstitious, 

but I recall hearing that “a cardinal is a 

representative of a loved one who has passed. 

When you see one, it means they are visiting you. 

They usually show up when you most need them 

or miss them. They also make an appearance 

during times of celebration as well as despair to 

let you know they will always be with you” 

(https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-

1-d&q=cardinal+visits+you).  

 

 As we were walking back to the rectory, 

Jean Lacher and Clarke Christiansen had come to 

mind. Superstition, coincidence, or a brief flicker 

of God’s grace – I will let you be the judge, but I 

prefer the latter interpretation. I do miss our saints 

who have gone before us! (By the way – Judy did 

not see anything special in a bat’s visit to her 

bedroom a few days ago.) 

 

 Last Saturday afternoon, the clergy of the 

Northeast Deanery (Rev. Charlie Chan, Rev. 

George Parmeter, Rev. Richard Zephier, Rev. 

Conrad Ciesel, Rev. Bitsey Ciesel, Rev. Marion 

Paulis, and myself) and Bishop Jonathan Folts 

gathered at St. Mark’s Church in Aberdeen for a 

special memorial service for Jean Lacher. We 

were joined by Bob, Stephanie, and Jennifer, by 

Barbee, Bruce and Haylee Hovelson, and a few 

from St. Marks. The memorial service was in 

honor of Jean’s five decades of service to St. 

Paul’s, the Diocese, and the national church. It 

was a beautiful service – a fitting tribute.  

 

 A couple of years ago, I picked up a copy 

of Sibyl Harton’s book, The Doors of Eternity. 

Sibyl was the wife of an Anglican priest, Frederic 

Percy Harton; though long deceased, the two of 

them blessed the Anglican Communion with 

several spiritual classics. I love what Sibyl has to 

say about the death of one’s spouse: 

 

When your image fills my memory I will 

answer it by thanksgiving: thanks for all  
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you gave me, for what you meant to me, 

what you were, thanks for our lovely life 

together, given to us by God; so, thanks it 

is to God, and blessing Him for His gifts 

must lead on to blessing Him for Himself. 

And for you in Him: and that none else 

can do as I can, because I alone know you 

wholly. There will be something missing 

from the song of the heavenlies if I do not 

thank God for you and for you in Him. 

And this way lies relief and salvation (pp. 

127-8). 

 

 When we face that time, may we be 

thankful for God’s gift of grace, love, and 

presence we experienced through our mate. Of 

course, we can also look upon the loss of other 

loved ones in much the same manner. 

 

  

 Please continue to support those in our 

midst who are grieving and those who are battling 

severe illness. Among the latter are Doug and 

Connie Nelson, Bob Innes and Traci Nelson, and 

John and Lynnette Taylor.  

 

 Well, since Judy and I visited 6
th

 Street, I 

might as well give you an update. The main 

roadway is in, the sidewalks (for the most part) 

are complete, the foundations for the lamp-posts 

are in place, and they are working on landscaping 

the boulevard and lawns. The sidewalk is about 8 

inches higher than it was, so they are gently 

sloping the difference. Thus far, I am very pleased 

with the care they have shown for our property 

and the quality of their work. Nonetheless, we 

will miss those trees. Let’s hope for some fast-

growing replacements. 

 
 

 It is hard to believe the public schools are 

re-opening already! Given Covid-19, let’s hope 

and pray for the best for the teachers, students, 

families, and our community. We will soon begin 

some Zoom activities for church school. 

 

 We are now having services at St. Paul’s 

but are limiting attendance to no more than ten. 

Please let me know if, and when, you wish to 

attend. We had room for four more last Sunday. 

Do not assume all the slots are filled – please 

check in with me. We are all longing for the day 

when restrictions are lifted and we can return to 

full fellowship with one another. In the meantime, 

continue to stay in touch through phone calls and 

social media, e.g., Peggy Miller recently 

recommend a great book which I am currently 

Photo of Fr Larry at the altar during Zoom 

Church.  The Church’s improved computer 

system fixed the audio problems and has 

allowed Fr Larry to move from his rectory 

office to the church for services, and, limited 

attendance is possible (see paragraph at right) 

Sidewalk Closed sign in front St Paul’s; 

the new sidewalk will look different. 
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reading – The weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish. 

And, please, if there is anything I can do for you, 

please let me know. Judy and I have had some 

good conversations with some of you on our front 

porch and we welcome more! Thanks for all your 

love and the joy of serving you and with you!      

 

Fr. Larry  

 

St. Paul’s Vestry Minutes, August 10 
 

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort): 

* A special Mass honoring Jean Lacher will 

be conducted by NE Deanery clergy this 

Saturday by invitation only.  Fr. Larry has 

sent out thank-you notes for Jean’s 

memorial gifts. 

 

* Diocesan Convention (Oct. 10) will not 

be held in Pierre, but will have Zoom 

locations set up around the state.  This 

means that people would still be 

congregating in a group: Fr. Larry will relay 

the Vestry’s concerns about this to the 

Bishop.  The Vestry authorized Fr. Larry to 

find replacement delegates to represent St. 

Paul’s. 

 

* The new internet hook-up appears to be 

working well, as is the partial reopening for 

Sunday services. 

 

* We received a very personalized thank-you note 

from ULC for our contribution. 

 

*Discretionary Expenses:  Opening balance of 

$836.56. Expenditures: of $399.49 for Food/Car 

Expenses, and Gas.  Balance:  $437.07. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn Hublou): 

* Lynn will schedule a Zoom meeting for the 

Church School instructors in preparation for 

restarting. 

 

* Lynn brought up some projects to which we 

might donate.  In a motion made by Lynn (2
nd

, 

Janet Gritzner), the Vestry will donate $150 

(Outreach) to sponsor two children on the Pine 

Ridge as part of the Bear Project, which provides 

back-to-school needs.  Marsha Klein will check 

with BSD Curriculum Director Michelle 

VandeWeerd to see if there are any worthy 

school-related projects here in Brookings.    

 

Junior Warden’s Report (Lee Krachtovil) 

* A new storm door for the Rectory needs to be 

hung.  The new storage cabinet has been installed 

in the church hall.  The Rectory porch has some 

rotting boards; Fr. Larry will look for 10-12 

tongue-and-groove boards to replace them. 

 

 

* Chuck Berry attended the meeting to discuss 

April Brook’s Memorial Garden Wall, which was 

proposed when he was Sr Warden.  His research 

revealed that the expense of such a wall 

(underground footings) would be $16,000, which 

far exceeds the money allocated for the project.  

Chuck suggested several alternative memorials, 

including a wrought iron fence and gate on the 

alley side of the Rectory for safety and aesthetics 

(the city dictates a 4’ or 6’ high fence).  Another 

option is an in-ground watering system.  The 

Patio scene, trumpet vine flowers, a favorite of 

hummingbirds, in fore-ground.  The Vestry met on 

the patio on August 10 on a very pleasant evening.  

The patio plantings were in full bloom – quite a 

show of colors.  What a change from a decade ago 

when this part of the church yard was a weedy, 

ignored space that was used as a dump for broken 

chairs and dead lilies.  Jr Warden Mary Lou Berry 

started the patio project, which will celebrate its 10
th
 

anniversary next summer. 
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Vestry will consider these and other options, and 

thanked Chuck for his research on the project. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein): 

* In the 2
nd

 quarter, the Wealth Management 

account went up $5,000.  The treasurer’s report 

was accepted (Lynette Taylor, 2
nd

, Janet G.). 

 

Old Business: 

* Larry recommend the adoption of the 

Endowment Policy, and this was approved in a 

motion made by Lynn H. (2
nd

, Carol Ann K.).  Fr. 

Larry will publicize the contents of the policy.  

The Vestry would manage the fund with the 

advice of a financial institution of their choice. 

 

New Business: 

* Fr. Larry brought up the Bless Annual Appeal 

for projects of the Episcopal Church.  The Vestry 

allocated $500 for this in a motion made by Lynn 

H. (2
nd

, Carol Ann K.).  Note: the Vestry will 

consider $500 for a local giving project TBA. 

 

* Mass in the Grass will be held Aug. 30
th

 .  It is 

tentatively scheduled for the Dakota Nature Park.  

Chuck Berry is in charge of the arrangements. 

 

Next Meeting:  Sept. 21 at 5:30 church patio. 

 

News About St Paul’s News 
The Messenger and Schedule: electronically 

 mailed; the Messenger to 85 addresses 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

St Paul’s Congregation “facebook group” is 

just for members – a private group for fun (38 

members to date, your are invited) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206

918/?ref=share 

Internet Website:  www.Stpaulsbrookings.com.  

 

Clarke Christiansen RIP 
 

 Clarke served Grace 

Church in Huron for many years, 

before spending a few years with 

us as “the voice” in song and 

layreader services. 

 
August Birthdays 

Al Davis, Larry Ort, Kenric Malmberg, Jennifer 

Appelt Hart, Lucas Hovelson, William Hovelson, Bill 

Gibbons. 

 

September Birthdays 

Doug Carruthers, Nick Laidlaw, July Ort, Archer 

DuBray, Steph Lacher, Rich Bogue, Caedman 

DuBray, Susan Laidlaw, Michael Starace, Phyllis 

Peterson. 

 

 July- August Anniversaries 
Jason and Theresa Kratochvil, Ken and Sharon 

Tjaden, Howard Bonnemann and 

Dianna Christiansen, George and 

Sue Hoffman, Bob and Jean 

Lacher, Clarke and Shirley 

Christainsen, Derek and Abigail 

Clever 
[Find the two faces in the anniversary champagne glass]  

 

 

St Paul’s during Quarantinetime 
 

Church services: A rotating sign-up schedule 

for 10 people in the church per Sunday on line, 

otherwise, use the Zoom Service.     

https://zoom.us/j/265977622 . 
Pledges:  - send treasure in the mail 

Evening Prayer/Compline: Wednesdays, 

7:30; zoom link from Fr Larry 

Phone tree: staying connected 

 

Season of Creation (by Natl. Cathedral Comm.) 

 
 Several years ago, TEC (The Episcopal 

Church) declined to add a Season of Creation to 

the liturgy. The Season was to be in the fall and 

be linked to St Francis.  TEC leadership said it 

was a good thought, but we should celebrate the 

Creation year-round.  Meanwhile, other 

denominations did institute a liturgical Season of 

Creation as another way of educating people 

about our role as stewards of The Creation. 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
http://www.stpaulsbrookings.com/
https://zoom.us/j/265977622
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 The Season of Creation, September 1st 

through October 4th, is celebrated by Christians 

around the world as a time for renewing, 

repairing and restoring our relationship to God, 

one another, and all of creation.  

 
 The Season is not about worshiping the 

created world (idolatry) … or an opportunity for 

social activism or messaging of one form or 

another regarding ecological issues.  

 
 Instead, this season is a call for us to 

focus on the many gifts of creation, listen for 

the Spirit’s encouragement toward stewardship 

and our failures as stewards of these good gifts. 

We seek to reaffirm our relationship to God as 

God’s creatures, completely dependent on God 

and the whole of God’s creation for our lives. 

 
 It seems that the Season of Creation idea is 

popular - so popular that TEC has partnered with 

Lutherans to offer some great resources for the 

Season of Creation and St Francis Day.   

 

https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-

st-francis-day-resources 

 

 Most of the resources apply to church 

activities during normal times, but the weekly 

devotional (weeks during September) is 

something you can use at home.  A copy of the 

devotional accompanies this newsletter, and 

copies are available on Charlie’s Porch at St 

Paul’s.  

 

Mass in the Grass August 30 (Chuck Berry) 

 
 St Paul’s Parish will be gathering for the 

first time in months at an outdoor service at the 

Dakota Nature Park at 10 am on Sunday, August 

30.   Each person/family is responsible for their 

food and drink for a picnic after the service.  The 

Vestry is working on other details. 

 

 The venue is the patio at the Dakota 

Nature Park on 32
nd

 Street, South. We have rented 

the facility for 2 hours.  Members of the Natural 

Cathedral Committee will be there to direct you.    

 

  

 There are three good reasons for this 

service.  First, it will allow us to gather safely for 

the first time in months. Outdoor, fresh air venues 

are much safer than confined venues, especially if 

safe Covid recommendations are followed. 

 

 Secondly, the view of the hills covered 

with native grasses, and the clear blue ponds 

surrounded by early autumn foliage should be 

especially inspirational (weather permitting!). The 

masterpiece of Creation (Psalm 19) is like a 

tapestry.  A tapestry has diversity (colors and 

forms) and a tapestry is interwoven (connection 

between the plants and animals, and ourselves as 

dependents and stewards.   

 

 Thirdly, this place was once the city 

dump!  What a great demonstration of our Earth-

healing power. I sent a note to the Creation Care 

folks at TEC in New York, complimenting them 

on their web site.  I received the following reply 

from Phoebe Chatfield in the PB’s Office: 

 

“Thank you for your supportive email. Thank you for 

spreading the word with SD churches! And the story of 

Dakota Nature Park - what an important reminder of 

the power of reconciliation and restoration. When will 

your mass in the grass be? That's an important story 

for others in your diocese or the church to hear.” 

 

God saw everything that he had made, 

and indeed, it was very good.” Gen 1:31 

Dakota Nature Park patio, site of Mass in the Grass, 

Aug 30, 10 am.  There are 4 picnic tables, bring chairs 

for social-distance seating, indoor facilities will be 

available. 

https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-st-francis-day-resources
https://episcopalchurch.org/season-creation-and-st-francis-day-resources
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